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aflazyg Frioe ()

(& 333 o5 t o I9 fide I 3 o= T= diam,
TIH, TG wife =ar fide Is1 dt = i yam wAr
THY I& fa fogd feg AH3T 3 AlY © (32) @H dar
fée I51 fm & €9 7 32 T fa »iuz iy I, G/
< 138 3u wifly, famrfl, Qut €9 39 fiée g5 3 B
Ay ot far §79] 34 3U € HI'G 88 €7 Uee T
J e 31 G wfge H 99 afsfqrs HE!

H 99 Jfdfqrs +t g3t &t »erar feg ot ug
93, 99 3'ad ©f Ho'6 919 73t fer ¥1% Agu feg Gew
Ao ©f Honds ygT feg st 3 maet ygis e o S0
fder 5T ¥ o it & fagfent § grafidt € niedrd
YaH &% gReSd ot fer 8% How € wans a9t
It A w7t 3 feq 99 & fow W SO In -

Her- #Ed Ha3, Hgdt Haf3, yafs aver fuwrs ot
A3 AgU U3 Y3 YJg, »SH ©J H 335 di
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g% AU €9 YeH d9d mus
AYJE BT JId § Id Idt Hi |
Wy T w3 did3ud

H 99 dfg Ife # € foo

Aes = ¢ A ana3s fg:

(6 &t 1656 1) & Jfemr
__ S fan fead g9 d Higst feg
I JEENTIT WEIT WHES HI
. foor 3, v A <t <on feg
J3d <<t 8 H: aonat fa: (y

3 A% ga3 It ug faam

gl fed 919 Jfsfqrs Afgg T wredrdt »HES JIgemTar S918T Fifag |

A Hfousa U & 3, T ufad fas 313w of|
H Ifg fars 3ar efs yes Refs Yiis ag v ot 121

Uig® H3 g Higg’ & Hif3 AU U196 Jdd Hal3
fGH3Td =7 Jad o137, uamaéﬂa’u%ﬁ??ﬁzﬁw
<J Ut ﬁaa%aea fiiat-fifst 3 ware aafanit ot
IHET Ydaad JI 7 JEt U fa feg fag Ifenr, vas
AH 7 919 13T Fget wr 9t HE QT fer 335 g Hgu
< Aude fa dfenr? 3t for v 6§39 It Ht ke In
fa e g »ust ufost Urrg €39 99 99 3 313
313 &y ufgs Jer I e 39 g At 3 e @
%ﬁmﬁwauﬁwwaﬁ?% for ues ot
&Hﬂﬁéf?@ﬁﬁﬁaﬂwﬁtmaﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ
Heasr, »iigr §J It 7 ufad 919 wioet &t vt 3 ez
o fodt it OF 397 69 gu & It I

ot /f 919 Ifafgrs +f = g Agdt =t few i
©J Ig i3t 8Hd It I Tg AT § AHGUS I9H A
It 7t ? oF, fsari 63 w7 It HH I vy G
gdH <t 29n feg It ug 83 3 »ic 3 I3 W gdn <t
g feg A3 A3 A 9 U9 fer 83 S wign fee
iy it & ¥ d39 i3 BT GH I1g A3t & »igdmiz €
HY 3d 9J J&| <3 <Id © fedu 3 feuiuy 3 »3s 3 /i3
JlgeT, ug ¥ a5t & U € @K dd 3t »iy T wEd
JlgET 3 U TH Jd HU & &7 UJ widiH Td Fied3
<t g9z Gr &t iz et IR T, nwioug died 3
& JH3 IHS €t €31 €t gJ &8 HTHI9Y ddLT 2T
3 033t § 9T v, I + fiw © vios feg »igd
33d 998 3 fed miuet gt 3 & 9ig Tt < 9 mife
A Wdd 439 GH 91 it € 9932 Js, o feH a2
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3 g HII3 Uie #is A € =aH
feg 93 Bt a8 HHI Q024
(30 Hag, 1664 EF:) & T gIS € T9 9T, IF
A3t & 9 H Ig 39T gored H § Aud, FISt AU
feg »iyet Ai3 AT T

W AfSIE #f T »e3T udg I, Bas ¥ 91T 93
334, Gast T I37 St feg f@nra, »iAt »iv Gast
Y TIHG Jd& I& 3T wiHl € 7918 € AT T €9 99
TEte fagfa asaftug usea Hf & a1 © e ©9 996
o WG fog i fegw Sfimr J:-

H afafqre fmmet fim 53 Afy efr wfel |

(A, 10 g, 1958 79)

AEt & MHS

SH U Wd o9 deer J1 fist o g faz 9 9
fHfan A2, o1 fiidl & 793 He 3 »e3 Wa
feg fivg I yae UE ARAdT § dReT JI I AE OH
M3 HG feg @ A= 3T iy fHHds Jer 9fder I

g ATfog 3 UlgS UgHTaE €t 3ddt TuaStars oSt
Aidt HT 919 Ao & Ireterd g dfd @ aH wue €t
79 fiuret) e & 293 & o Afln 7 "aer J1
35 315t feg 9357 I, 8T B w3t I, Gn w fE3wg
J1 OF & s Al 7 HawT I 293 Ot fegst
feat & fom 3¢ A di3r  meer J1 feg AUs
WS J, AfoA J, i fsauss u3s I Adt I
JJT J; ﬁaﬂﬁé‘wf‘a—awqﬂsa‘awﬁ
fajoret G99 feg Ifg d e f5aW3s W3s &% 99
H <0 & 4 §dt I%3 UeT 99 Aaer J1 JIgt Heur
J< 3t Asdt o I HaeT JI Ty B
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3 AT Higw JraHt <t 3uR 3 gcarar &dt, e
&<t "t 3gEtEt w < gea J farer fa At HaRfat,
GRS 3 g g 3 wiFd Uer 31 I3 @ »iftad fost
g fer vt 3eEtEt © fig saa mieE |Y I AT 9|
g8 »idH ©F UZ HEE SIIE 6, J9< Hod © I8 &
BSIde g 9% udsien Bt Qgat dnit gHw
Bt 3 uast 3 AT ug-UEht &t Ads © HaEs &
WSS I5| UfTST gauT g It 3, g e 3, 3
feg friet fifet o3 A@< == Tuer 3, §€& <7 AHIH
WIH 3 AWSET JT 7T J1 §e8 It adf Bast = arar
97 fes € 391 3 3UH ©f 309 & RS It 5E8 9 Y

AeE € G HAH A § g 995 T8l HadTie
Fet BdeTel I Ud Hg 3 WY At 8t ToiE SEt 39 HIS
< 9H3 J| T € WisH San U 1y &t yuSt I
¥ {3 Fo9iE & IHS Jer J1 3US UdSt 3 gaTs It
W@%&@WWW?@&WWW
amaa@w@réa@ﬁ Wﬁwmﬁw
Hee widle st g 3a<ts I wer I uaneg 9 g
it gt Ae fedag I8 Ho-HA3d g »igd Jemit I
3t A <t 3t fonret ot et foot 39 fo whdt =
ni&e gfonr gfder J1 Ay € MEd UaH-HiSt 293
At I, He GaHe wieHer U 9% #eT I 3 Fdld <t
HU-90 3 HSH J AT J1 99 Af9g IHEW Hf Aes
of fer (Wedal) 33t § sfugg o 3Hdlg fiid I6 !

AeE nifen f3HfeuT ofg graufy o fimpfen

Y Y =7 Ag gaeHt Hig 257 8999 eI (a2u0)

foer 31 Aes ot 3, yar woondt fem ot ufseafss
J1 fem fom ufgeazs " way ot &, Ju-g2, ug-Ust
A8 Wivs I fan udtedss & figg 9T § Ot ot
gefon, afe-Gurat § <t Afos dfisr J:

Hig =an #i3 g=e It sfow vdter A

Aee HAS €t T3 miret By By eger uet
J9 3 Nt vy Be SEt A gt a3t & 9t

AET © 93 H fa yfaadt "8 »iE swem & Ha-
HAZS ©f St & 2dfanTl widH T 8T IS et 9
IHat famedt © fen & HomiE § 895 a9 fésr I GRet
Se €3 ot I 3 Iy G feddt AAF 3 AIfeHs foR
He-fergt & fug <t dig-owdt T e T SR yRaed
&t 7y fagr| Ug-FqaT Set foes fer die-ferst =
g &5 FIHIT T g3 Hed fogue dae 95

AefE HIH H&™ WE TIAfT af3 e

W His 3fs 7g 3= fug ugef firame

fug wfg =gt »e Hdint a2 evfs aufa 3Tl

AA feadt udt ga@t Hae sfonm gy HE

Jfg frg ol 3y g aft aug 35 & =gl

&&d AT Aol 43t g & wifs AR phar azto)

9 a'6d Afgg It &Y, ugeast 99 Afggst & <t
A= w fifzg wiuat g9t g oz I G‘IHWI?J'IE’FIT&IH
S II-HdaE ot agn fedt ot mes v fozas
feat HEEt g 99T IS ¢

AeE wiftwr I mft 43 fofs a3

a15d gfg Hafg daaret fag miedt Bar 3guai

AeE wifen I At A8Jg g9REI |

364 HiY ASg AWl fig Ao &% fimrgixi
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gfogd T F9 yg fqur ¥ €% J1 I wilow
35T I8 yg »y e & foes § o uler I
Iz Yfgdt v o, fe-ferdt (Aome) © He v &
Eng 1 fer OHT S Us-fUg @ A § HoBe "ar
fozr 31 fem mo@E Ws © faag g wieds wifow
&g qa¢ Js:

a5d fagd gHafs wafg wer miz ardnm

FoAfs AW MU aad HaTH fUdt sdemmil (4aT aqo)

HoHg Aee & yYlgst w3 GF feg <A et
& It ye&zr 3 &390 yEis adl diFt feg mM3g-n=Hr
T YN T Jufed g F < G3fonr I1 Qo HE
yuSnit g fHoid I 3 we QU 9 WiEg SAeT J
SIS we (AU-AHIS) Y4 & UH-AgU YHRHT &
33 & #er I, odf i, 7 9 wee a9 fder 9,
“é‘%éaauﬁm@”feaalmmea%wmméﬂeﬁ
e ot wufea J1 mes g fae-fie fae-fie Sner
J, < Ho®Ud 3 d¢ 33t & fdwr J1 g = feg
ga=t <t /et g1anm Ue Heer J1 IS Med-g1939 A%-83
J fordr 1 w3HT Ygs3 J, Ifgmes & U9 UATs BT I |
Ut '8 13 9% 99 I, W fsa3 99 faor I, afts 9a
It I, Sg-at WA T 3H 9J I5 3 R A3 B =8
ot ot W3 WRHT & UIH niideE 9 s 58 fii3T I ¢
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fIq1g Hag IJ yg-fmfifant € foge 3 Srer feg
H'EE HoY H'3 €1 Jet 91 I3 »H-HH € "ed yg
<t 97 ¥4I, fed A Hasud Hig W=, y-133 fer
3% HI™G J AT

% Hideg W Aal, 9891591206
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HHIT J<iHg d96% fHw utgH

< U, ga<iy a9

a%sfﬁwwa’n@wzsga 1916 & U5
Higaw (gfésT) feg Jfemm Wee & udst @
S8 Urret 3 © feam Bt & fein wareTs uenr|
fer et g fegrar Unrg €& UgH & 1984 €6 HHET
JEHI € QU 5% HEHE3 13T fam |
iy ufgerg feg 7eH de dds Qg Tt © ys fHoist
5% 73 I AS | I1g IIdfe Aoy ft €8 »iddt aimg
yJuar ugH o 1S yf3sm a1% HS uiet Hi| fer et
UgH & Ty fef3gm © mafamt w3 gagaht § Saret
W31 gEtmat It R 3Tl GRS iy fef3am © Has
Wittt &t 3T It Hs-ATas & 73® e Bet
Imdt & Hert '3 993 fies & foafon| fitd qgnit
3 IH & AT & Hies § fareHs 9ds Bt GRS Hisa
Ffe-fa3izardt gast fagdnt| G IEHdt os e
BT BT HEIHS JdeT HE, €8 QT vied ugt HugaHet
9357 & < marQer Hhl GRS atHdt It mret
BJ-AHT wEg fiu-af3a3r »3 fiy-raz & IR i3
I35 i U & Jigntt © Hies § afid yrar
gt fsgfeni GRS 919 &ad €2, I WHT €TH, I
IH TH, 9 s 2, 919 JIdIfie Wi, 919 39T
goeq »3 919 afge fhw T3 Y e fegt yier
nidls GRS g ggmt € Hies & Um dir, €8 Gt
&5 £33 9 firdt zoR § & yhius o Gafonr|
T Tod T2 <5 i3 ‘e A0, fI93 I8 I T B
< o3 & ugr & Ty yAaT feg UH 9ae I8 Hau3T
& B dluz AHH ©f fHareT ¥ HeH fd3r Baret
&g gagdt, Jag = 3nar, IEtead AiE, eodr 3
HaSt, A3-U3 Ifg3 AHH © BFg Bet g Hitm &
WG HET A UGH & YrET & afger w3 mewt 3 A IR
31 YAaT ‘91g migvs T At 3fa3 iy 9 <t <3t
o W3 91d & FHS HIwe3 & UgH $ Ud AHE
&S YJreren|
8F 919 I9dfe & gan yurad, Hfsd, 33T M3
IHsEles © U < §FfamT UgH © 99 yrar fidt
feg w@d »2 feagmt 935 Uer 995 © AHGE TeR
&1 YATT ‘qIg 39T gIeg Y widls ugH & gow ©f
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H3393" &t ot 8 wdldt § g8es gu feg UR
311 yIiE A9 ORE Is fa ugn © fer yrar § He
7 '3 BEe 9T Ut 993 ges3Hd I A Asl 8%
& 919 difde fw #t 2 yAar feg 99+ & A3-furdt
73 HIGHES! € U &4 UR di3T| 91g #f <8 mideud
Hﬁaﬁﬂaﬁsﬁaﬁrwwﬁfﬂaﬂwsaﬂgw
5 U SizT| 919 ¥8 ‘Tt I8 =8 qehi g
5 © Heds feg ugn afder J:

AT B ¥ T wied Uer 3

gH fox 3 Ra fied g fomr far S Uiz

UgH & YraT ‘B Wiggae’ feg firft < fiauizst <t
Ho ot i3s3 § 78 &5 Gafam 31 G5F & 82
oS g aged i w3 gfso i 2 Hes o
FIMT Weae T wfdgr Jfe-yrar 3ma Ji3r oz
Tt o% 335 T Hoes AUs gfenm feg afe-
YHIT 8d AHJ &ft grearet & Saer dfenr fanfast §
HevsHs s 31 Aiogmfont § 9u <t ot <
fogs &3 U7 gager Ifon 95 fw uan afder 3t

fa€ vaz vt §, of feo et ysHiE #ie

39 53 fewdt §, 56 o8 uges Hin fseie

?r?sr&sa—omg% fegt <t off ueh waht

f5€ et furdbt 3, 38 feo 3F < A

II6% W ugr S gous feg It filg aq < wftt
T yge ag% foor W GRS yiar “ger fiw goed’
s Hies & ufggnt & nifidt 5913t &8 UR dfi3r

(@t Tar 6 '3)
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3 g = g o I
839 v feo Gnet U0
AUz T fea @Ee 4,
fedt Gnst ‘fefez U0 @
AguzT 3, fedft Gaer ©
fee I W GAET UM T =
o 5 ad fa imma = fgh
ﬁaanaua?fea?rluag /
ISy ﬁwaaﬁmr'a'
*% wey S Ot
B3 d €88 adf I HIETI UYIH3H T foar yfgst
23 »I35 TAZ’ &df, & 8T mE3s ‘WAt Wg I,
& 8T I35 HaF Wz ot I fy fim few I w O
adt J, €9 Y4 gy I, feR 99d U9 99w J 3
mﬁw@?mwmé@?ﬁ@né
fimgs @& A 3 €9 I6 1 J=1 QF § Hae
w39 fimig 99¢ I&| WA 936 Sfent § GT fimmg
&% We d@t et I GF ‘uds ufg Ifab Auss &
fHe3 H®'T Hea € IHddt &d @udt Jet, fae /g
Jet I, 7 fa wit »md € 9F § g miuat Hignr
IS € T8 W Y3s JeT AHge It 8T mied J
8r & 33 5 fa 73 €3 »ra Hig e 3t H yas I
JI 99 It GF § yds &t aaet wEt fires
Ao foa foa #37 < fdat 9§ I Aadt I fHaed
feg ? ug fimrg & 7 JI< J9d G IS, yw Jer
3 dt U'g daer 1 fog Ordt 3913 <8837 J1 B
GH &+ flmig gae & Qg fmg v €8 fmrg uge
IS GH € fEH JIT 99d I913 GH & f5ar fimrg ot
ot g9, Aot 67 2 fmg 3 We & 99 I6 3 69
98T € HE I img 07 IT J9d yd &t Jaer
JI wAS feg 73 vied 7 fimg <t 9t 3 €0 6R
o fimrg <t v 31 WiE wuE wiH =% Gesdt I
gayaed | I&t 3 AW B fa W »uE wift
=% Ggadt I Wit vt ¥% €759 It wuet win
& fad &t nuerear ? we fa 2fe 935 I8 3 YHHA
I5| feme’z = feq wiar 8 J1 <Y A€ ST vud
T 33 7w J 3 999 67 § must 99d Wast €%
g T I g9 & 3T 8 o H {3 Bam v I A
Ww?ﬁwaﬂ@@aﬁéw@ﬁ%@ﬁa
ffga gua g fider J1 fHe3 o9 o3 =rfagg O
H‘g’u%?aéé‘éq»ﬁ#]%g;muaunm@q»{@
391 3d UIHIH AU 99 ST J1 g ©F et Ja
Har d ?

digg 3 faor-+ft wdt fomr It I, wu @5 "G
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fimirgt =7 ATEl

Jet fimg &% mMASW3 adf TReTl »HET Iusi,
HAIIMT 3 fegadl © Vi3S feg use If, Hies © wf3
HaHT HHfent & Hf g8dus & GR 397w ASd
dd i

W3- gE 7 I3 98 &Jf User 3t fagw A8 AT
Has Ht | Fﬂﬁ:@»ﬁﬂﬁ@%’ﬁémﬁ—‘mm
3t §3afh i1 fasfit wie 98R fay Sz’ uaiEg <
I IfEs 996 &5 He ©f 1% g9 et J, I8H g9
gt 3 3 for <t w09 =93 few A feg ot Smwe-
Yoot o mas feg 9t 9, ¥9 9 wet 9, fem
I3d H/ »ife Ig f ganT 5 el 7 AT
fimm3 96 f35 sfsad a8’ fet g1 TS B Wy
mﬁ@@mﬁmmaﬁﬁ wE- 3 Ha
Ffog firefs mofag fifs gt 7 wig ufewm)” 7 ot
A$ I UdHHT ©f THef3 AZT 99 afent & Af3rdr
o 83 J1 €3 o At difswt fer & g v
J 3 8gf & mdft 2ud »my fow HigaT 3 2IS T IQ
uer J1 Ht 99 'ad < Ht ganET I%.-

Fedt Agger g e weg & dfel AT yg

Fedfs i 38 flmd Aefe 33 91 Ifel f3rat Aafs

7 #@ iprg 3m 3 33 fe3fen=ul

(RS H: A mAC . 3-¢3¢€)

At gi-g3 wr e feo 9, o de At | fa
g &&d o2 1t »UE MIE Ydd & YH AgU Tue 3
TIEE IIT IS, MIURT IHE I3 -

i ifs Q0 yaing Jadt B3 =3t (g W a)

S3 HI Iig #t »uE yg 993 gIHGE Is -

Aar yg Ifar wE »ifz g3 s efenrs Yz Hahas

3 A IS AAS | (Y3 H: )

WIEZ HI™ YF 3T UH TF I FE HIT J, e
3 fqurs, g3 I 9T 3 He § Ao 8T TF I, €
IF =@ 3 593 Ot e 31 6F wif3 T 3 4 Agu
T Y- & 9 MY Q4 T w@3d I 6391 fer wet
iy & fesHs & YN frafenr| finr, Haar, €78, g&°
35T, QudTd, AET AZ U4 © A AU I&, § MU &
frare | g1 Agu &t Yyt et vy & g Jt frarfentr
3 i fg 87 U 39 3 fonid ug A3 Agy, 935
AU 3 Y gy < yuFt T a9 P F1 OF uerd wr
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»igeH, BF YK & ggdt few @m, Grer fnae,
OreT 9T 98, He3 ASI-gagat ©ndr |id3s feg
UH YUt © AU el Ao FeR A | vigeH grEs
Y feg 88 It oo fiw o At fegrg I gt
J, s favae, Jgdt @m o¥3 g8 dog » fem 3
Ufgst I 9ot J, 98 2@d Adll 1d3s ¥93, I€ 1 I8
JH3 3 Bt it 3 3A98 feg wifowr 3, B 9ar
It fam T A9 feg I, Ifg f93s &% Adld mft Jer
I, » feg g3er J, foous dfer I 3 §% uazer JI
g AR | St St e 9t 9, fedet Igt-gam)
Jet-gmes It I wEt v ead i3 A 3T gndis 9
AT J, doT 99 3T g% I AT I MR 3 3 @3
U, TIHIGT, I deE @18, e 9ad, HIUadhmt
3 It & dee T8 JT Js, fed fed fef 3 gaq]
Ho Idd ST &% Jf I8 I&| H He Al e fods
W feg 73T I 31 v ¥ g feg Wi@er 3 v ¥ 9n

T HEadd 3 HEsd'd J AT J1 8 v Guasr-rAg
3 Ay 3 HEdHT IR fidts Quare-afg dfldzs I 3
It a3 S 6 Y4 U uoHsH e Tt yuF 39 B
e I W G WIS U4 T 1 H 919 aTed O it '
AT »edH feH 83 AH feg fogue adf I Aaer Grer
fenw-dta3s-a8 fogue ofi3r J1 g Her i3 J fa o
wiy W3 99 Ted 02 it € foH »iedn 2des 9%
T HIId 5T & »et e = fed wig yAaT e o
Y & 9H M2 1q 919 a'ad €< Ht 7 dfde AS H Jde
HS, 1 93¢ HS H Jfde sl QT fgat sgat = Har
YH U7 Ho dt He H Hies &t qgahit Aed 83T
TJ3 20T J 3 WHS 99 BT He 179 €37 J1 fag
AT HI3 it | warr 37
WS WMTE-WTIIT A3 <
(&4 e "ot fIAT »Erd via "g)

gt AIf3mi Usat HIgHE weset & mge-rae
fer 9y fadnt gs| WWW@WWW
&1 frmn fefsarfia 1 i WaTs 993 28 fsaen
Bat & 7e9 © fHarg gafen  fggr | der soed
T gOH 3% Zad B ©f TH3G § UGH & gyt
faghen| 43 g T w3 8d< Gud3 e filw gareg
feg fgst w3t mast »iet §RE g9 991 § yHar fed
Ugan 7 AgeT J1 UG <8 Ifg3 yrar ‘g Ty
i # »ifts fitd 0 & Aer w3 fodast Hoes o
3 {9933 T Hees fefzgm guHs dfenr J1 yHar
‘Freft Heit i 7 wis wiegRt At s it 8T
Jo 3Tt T ed@s Wge J1 YATT It wdehr
1 feg Gn & ot f & foar HO-HY wireew iy <
Safant 1 fitdt o3 “Wew ot 713 AE B uoweE
T WA HEJG ©F 8 IS IrEt {t & niideyd Afay fey
w91 €96 uet fusige €t Rer foget uan & fidt
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Philosophy of Education

Perspective from Guru Granth Sahib

¢ Dr. Shashi Bala

ducation is an indispensable component of

culture and is a prerequisite condition for

the promotion and preservation of cultural
heritage. The word “education’ is derived from
the Latin root ‘e-ducere’ which means ‘to bring or
lead out’. Education is a process which provides
opportunities to actualise the inner potentialities
of man. Education is defined by Ashley Montague
as ‘the process of nourishing or rearing’. It is more
than instruction which, nonetheless, is ‘a process of
pumping information into the person.” Education does
not mean the accumulation of bookish knowledge
but its implementation in all spheres of life. A mere
information about any field is worthless unless it
moulds the human personality. The main objective
of education, according to Aldous Huxley, is twofold
viz., improvement of intelligence and development
of fellow-feelings in a spirit of love. Both these are
the inherent traits which can be defined and cultivated
but which cannot be imposed on man from outside.
The holy scripture, Guru Granth Sahib stresses on the
inner transformation of human personality as the aim
of education. Therefore, the most significant factor is
the quality of education, which could give direction as
well as guidance to human conduct.

The question arises, how and in what way does
any educational policy contribute to the promotion
of culture and civilization? Education helps man
in developing his mental capabilities which may
be utilized either for the welfare of humanity or for
causing damage and destruction to mankind. It may
instruct persons to be selfish, arrogant and narrow-
minded and it may broaden their outlook to make them
cooperative members of the universal social order.
The most imperative thing is not only acquisition of
knowledge but the right kind of knowledge. Education
serves man in two ways viz., by giving information
about the past heritage and by providing skills in the
manipulation of modern scientific technique. Any
educational policy is inadequate if it fails to consider
the fundamental questions of human existence i.e.
meaning of life, nature of truth, goodness and beauty.
Stressing on the philosophical outlook and integrated
way of life as the basic objective of education, Philip.
H. Phenix observes:
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The most important product of education is a
constructive, consistent and compelling system of
values around which personal and social life may
be organized. Unless teaching and learning provide
such a focus, all the particular knowledge and skills
acquired are worse than useless.

The contemporary ideology plays a vital role in the
formation of educational policy. The philosophy of
education, is invariably affected by the metaphysical,
epistemological and social assumptions of any
society. In the ancient Hindu religion, the educational
programmes and policies were formulated on the basis
of social philosophy of varnashrama dharma. That is
why, the women and the so-called untouchables were
debarred from the study of sacred scriptures. The main
objective of this type of traditional education was
the attainment of heaven or salvation hereafter. This
type of eschatological belief has led to dogmatic and
authoritarian view of education which was antagonistic
to the whole community. However, the hierarchical
system leading to social segregation and group
division is the product of moral illiteracy. In recent
times, a wide diffusion of democratic and socialistic
ideas has certainly undermined the traditional basis
of education. The Sikh Gurus protested vehemently
against the traditional approach to education based
on the hierarchical system of society. Their main
objective was reconstruction of society by bringing
about a cultural revolution, which indeed, was
possible by educating man in spirituality. They
reiterated their educational philosophy on the basis of
the core principles of their mystical vision. To them,
educational philosophy is not something distinct and
separate from the general philosophy of life but is an
integral application of it to every event of life.

According to Guru Granth Sahib, the human
existence is a rare opportunity for man to get divine
knowledge. Life is a continuous process with no end.
God, the Self-existent Being, has created this perennial
mode of living beings for the perfection of man.
Man, is indeed, the highest creation of this process
of evolution. To acquaint himself with the spiritual
gnosis, man has wandered through myriads of births.
The summum bonum of human life is fulfilment of
inner latent potentialities and this could have been
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possible by educating man in and through spirituality.
The fundamental human imperative is ‘to know thy
pristine nature’. This indicates to an understanding
of the unique divine identity and essential humanity.
Education in spirituality leads to an understanding of
the concept and its associated practices and education
through spirituality means participation in the process
in accordance with the precepts and practices of
spiritual life. It also means taking into account the
very conduct and expression of life itself. Both these
aspects of education i.e. understanding and practice
are stressed in Guru Granth Sahib.

The acquisition of knowledge through alphabets
is not undermined, nonetheless, the emphasis is on
realization of the true essence through these alphabets.
The relevance of these alphabets is clearly visible in
the holy compositions of ‘Patti Likhi’ and Bawan
Akhari, which give an exposition of deep philosophical
wisdom through alphabets. These alphabets or
akhar gian is confined to the description of worldly
phenomena. God cannot be defined through the words,
but He abides in words and in-wordlessness. The basis
of all types of knowledge lies in One God, Who is
all-pervading as well as omniscient and dwells within
the human mind. This type of faith culminates in
practical wisdom by developing unity of outlook and
purpose. If we look at the cosmos, it appears that all
types of disciplines i.e. religion, science, philosophy
and art belong to one single whole. This type of
unity gives us a feeling of wonder and majesty of the
panorama. The question arises, how does knowledge
originate in human mind. Generally, there are two
types of knowledge viz., empirical knowledge to be
attained through the sensory experience and religious
knowledge which is beyond the limits of senses and is to
be attained through intuitive experience. This intuitive
knowledge at its climax takes the form of divine
revelation, which is the basis of all religious scriptures
and occurred in different ways to different prophets or
divine preceptors. This divine revelation is in fact the
manifestation of God within the innermost depths of
human soul. Emphasizing on the divine origin of such
knowledge, it is stated in the Holy Scripture that God
Who is the creator of four yugas, four mines and four
Vedas, is Himself a learned Scholar and Himself is the
inspirer of all knowledge.

However, the holistic approach to education is
stressed in Guru Granth Sahib which aims at the full
development of human personality by integrating the
physical, mental and spiritual aspects. In fact, the
different types of knowledge belong to one whole and
must provide the basis for inter-cultural understanding
and inter-faith dialogue which is clearly evident in

n Khalsa Samachar, New Delhi 9-15 July 2020

the holy compositions of the Gurus and Bhagats.
Education should develop the capacity to establish
meaningful relation and harmony among the variant
sense experiences. This holistic approach is also visible
in the world-view of Gurus. The world is considered
sacramental, being the manifestation of God. The most
significant study is to understand the wonderful and
enigmatic universe in which we dwell. By realizing
this, man can attain a life of eternity here in this
world. On the contrary, modern education is stressing
on the necessity of classification, categorization and
specialization, thus, giving a narrow and fragmatic
world-view. For the harmonious development of
personality, it is essential to search into the roots of
all knowledge and action. Speaking about the modern
educational system, Aldous Huxley opines:

Twentieth century educators have ceased to be
concerned with the question of ultimate truth or
meaning and (apart from mere vocational training)
are interested solely in the dissemination of a
rootless and irrelevant culture and the fostering of
the solemn foolery of scholarship for scholarship’s
sake.

Such type of education does not provide a true
and meaningful basis for life. The question arises,
what type of education can serve man in his inner
development and in helping him to cross the worldly
ocean. The phenomenal existence is not discarded
in Guru Granth Sahib, but is given sanctification
with a warning to protect oneself from indulgence,
Over-indulgence in worldly affairs or in acquisition
of material wealth can be cured by discriminative
knowledge of self and not-self. Mere learning and
acquisition of skill should not be the aim of education
but it must endow man with a definite purpose in life.
In the words of Dr. Radhakrishnan:

Education is not merely a capacity to echo others
sentiments or render back words which others give
to us, but it is the development of a proper outlook,
an outlook of humanity, of humility, a quest for
peace, harmony and fellowship.

A mere reading of books and muttering of prayers
lead nowhere unless it is transformed into practical
wisdom. This message is reiterated in the holy scripture
in variant ways. Man cannot acquaint himself with the
divine unless he feels the divine presence in his own
heart. However, the reading and hearing of sacred
books such as Vedas and Puranas is worthless if man
is unable to attain a state of equipoise through them.
The aim of education is not merely the accumulation
of bookish knowledge but it lies in knowing or
reflecting on the essence of reality. Devotion or Divine
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Love is more significant than the practice of yoga and
accumulation of theoretical knowledge. Commenting
on the bookish knowledge, Guru Nanak says:

Man may read cartloads of books: of books packs
he may study;

Boatful of books, books filling cellars he may read;
All the years of life, months to study of books he
may devote;

His whole life with each breath he may study
Despite all this, saith Nanak, with God only one
deed,

Contemplation of the Name, shall be approved
All the rest is effort wasted in egoism.

(Ibid, P. 467, tr. G.S. Talib, Sri Guru Granth Sahib,
Vol. 2)

Nevertheless, spirituality should be the primary
concern of education. It indicates to the manner of
living a life or the art of deploying practical wisdom
in each context and on each occasion. A learned man
should be the pursuer of values both in contemplative
acts as well as in practical conduct. There should be
complete coordination of belief and behaviour which
promotes inner culture. Culture is often defined as ‘that
wealth of awareness, those modes of perception and
feeling, those attitudes and dispositions that contribute
to the richness, refinement and strength of man’s spirit
without making any visible addition to his external
possessions. Hence any philosophy of education
should have two main objectives viz., cultivation of
inner harmony and improvement of society which is
possible not by forcing a program of social reform
down its throat through the schools or otherwise but
by the improvement of the individual who compose it.
No doubt the modern education does a great deed to
raise our material standards but what is most urgently
needed is the realization of spiritual potentialities of
man. Man lives on the surface level passing through a
succession of sensations. That is why, in the midst of
plenty, man suffers from spiritual poverty which leads
to a sense of alienation, restlessness and distraction.
The inner harmony is possible by controlling the mind
and changing its direction from worldly allurements
to eternal God; by rising above pretensions and by
contemplating God Whose presence is all-pervading.
Any type of transformation at the individual as well
as at the social level needs a proper kind of education
grounded in spiritual values, which can give a coherent
interpretation of human life and experience.

According to Guru Granth Sahib, education
should have a moral basis and its objective should
be to inculcate moral qualities in man to promote
inter-personal, societal, and intra-personal relations.
The cultivation of virtues is an imperative to become
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both a good person and a good citizen. Man’s
potential human excellence is made actual through
the process of education, which define, refine and
cultivate morality. To realize one’s original nature is
not a wholly subjective voyage of interiority but is a
transformation by contemplation and realization of
Guru’s word. Guru Nanak calls that person educated
or learned who understands the essence of knowledge
and realises the divine presence in all beings. In this
way, he transcends from his ‘ego-consciousness’.
Egocentricity is the cause of man’s nescience or his
isolation from his fellow-beings. Stressing on the
spiritual aspect of education, there is condemnation
of so-called learned persons (pandits) and hypocrite
mendicants who being indulged in duality act in
accordance with the three modes. Being professional,
the pandits read the sacred texts to earn money. Such
type of reading had no effect on them and could
not eliminate their ego. The reading of sacred texts
for the sake of money, without realizing their inner
essence is defined as ‘the load of the sandalwood
upon a donkey’s back.” Only that pandit is learned
who reflecting on the word, finds its quintessence and
remains attuned to Divine Name. A truly educated man
should not dissipate his energy in minor squabbles and
group conflicts. Rivalry, anger, greed and jealousy
are the lower sides of human nature which should be
restrained to maintain social harmony. He should not
be bound by any prejudices, assumptions, traditions or
dogmas. He must be stern with himself but charitable
to others. Instead of blaming others, he must analyse
his own self. This virtue of self-analysis or self-
introspection provides chance for the perfection of
man. The ultimate objective of a learned man should
be to know the truth but this could have been possible
not only through the accumulation of knowledge but
also through the implementation of that knowledge in
practical life. There should be coordination between
speech, understanding and knowing of an educated
person.

To recapitulate, the philosophy of education, as
depicted in Guru Granth Sahib, is an integral part of the
philosophy of life based on the ontological principles.
It stresses on the philosophical outlook and an integral
way of life. The main objective of education should
be the cultivation of moral and spiritual values. Mere
reading of books and accumulation of knowledge is of
no avail. Reflection and implementation of knowledge
are of utmost importance. This philosophy of education
is holistic, humanistic, liberal, dynamic and universal
and is therefore, applicable to all ages to come.

Courtesy : Journal of Sikh Studies, 2005
>
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